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RESOLUTIONS 
Adopted by the 
International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
at its 
75th Annual Convention 
Sun Valley, Idaho, September 12, 1985 
^ Expansion of the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act 
W Requesting Improved Grant-in-Aid Processing of NO A A 
3. Oil and Gas Leasing in the Teshekpuk Lake Special Area 
4. Hazards of Plastic Debris to Wildlife 
5. Extending Appreciation to Senator Wallop and Congressman Breaux 
for Sponsoring Legislation and Reaffirming Congressional Support of 
the Wallop-Breaux Act (Public Law 98-269) 
6. Recognition of the 50-Year Anniversary of the P-R Act 
7. Establishment of a Western Hemisphere Reserve System to Protect 
Shorebird Populations 
8. Oil and Gas Leasing in Bristol Bay 
9. Appreciation to Idaho, Our Host 
International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
1412 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
THE “INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION . . 
The I.A.F.W.A. is composed of agencies, organizations and individuals 
engaged in the conservation of fish and wildlife resources in Canada, Mex- 
ico and the United States. Its objectives are to cultivate friendly relations 
and mutual understanding among officials engaged in natural resources 
conservation and to coordinate the programs they administer; to promote 
public understanding and appreciation of the importance of conserving 
natural resources; and to encourage the rational management of fish and 
wildlife resources. 
Governmental memberships are open to states, provincial, common- 
wealth, and federal agencies responsible for administration of fish and 
wildlife and its habitat. Only governmental members enjoy voting 
privileges. Associate and life memberships are open to present and former 
officials or employees of wildlife conservation agencies or organizations. 
Nongovernmental organizations and corporations, and individuals, maj 
support the work of the Association as contributing members. Member- 
ships are also available for related regional associations and for affiliated 
professional organizations. 
The Association holds meetings, publishes its proceedings, a newsletter, 
and reports on issues of immediate or special concern. Through its commit- 
tees, representation in Washington, and participation in study commis- 
sions, the Association brings its expertise and prestige to bear in behalf of 
needed advances and reforms in fish and wildlife management at both the 
state and national levels. Its concerns include related problems and pro- 
grams in Canada and Mexico. It represents the interests of its membership 
in sound wildlife conservation before congressional committees and ex- 
ecutive departments, and in judicial proceedings. 
The Association’s annual meeting is held every year usually during the 
second week of September. A spring meeting is held in conjunction with the 
North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference. Sessions 
cover current fish and wildlife conservation policy issues. The joint 
meetings promote exchanges of ideas and philosophy between 
administrators and the professional fish and wildlife biologists, managers, 
and technical workers in related fields. 
Organized on July 20, 1902, at a meeting of state wardens and officials at 
Yellowstone National Park, the Association has played a major role in the 
evolution of national conservation affairs. Its officers and members have 
included many of the nation’s conservation leaders. It annually bestows the 
Seth Gordon Award to an individual who has contributed significantly to 
the administration of fish and wildlife and related programs. 
Resolution No. 1 
Expansion of the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act 
WHEREAS, substantial advances in the restoration of this nation’s 
wildlife have been facilitated by the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act 
of 1937; 
WHEREAS, the continuing expansion of human population in the 
United States places severe pressures on the habitat that wildlife requires to 
persist and prosper; 
WHEREAS, the alienation of wildlife habitat places serious burdens on 
the state wildlife agencies that are legally responsible for managing and 
perpetuating resident wildlife and for accommodating the public’s increas- 
ing demands; 
WHEREAS, despite periodic increases in required fees for licenses and 
permits, as well as other actions, funding limitations are a serious constraint 
to state agencies in their proper administration of wildlife programs; and 
WHEREAS, the state wildlife agencies, joined as members of the Inter- 
national Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, hereby identify several 
logical sources of additional funding to support approved programs under 
the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937: 
1. The handloading of ammunition requires use of powder, bullets, shot, 
primers, wads, cases and allied materials, including commercially 
available tools for the reloading of such ammunition. If included in 
the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act program at prevailing 
rates, excise taxes on these items would yield in excess of $12 million 
annually for state wildlife programs. 
2. The annual duties currently levied on imported sporting firearms and 
ammunition, amounting to more than $9 million in the most current 
report year, now are credited to general receipts in the U.S. Treasury. 
As was done in the 1984 amendment of the companion Federal Aid in 
Sport Fish Restoration Act, which credited duties on items of im- 
ported sport fishing equipment to that program, the duties on im- 
ported sporting firearms and ammunition should be dedicated to the 
Federal Aid to Wildlife Restoration Fund. 
3. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service currently is authorized to use up to 
eight percent of the annual receipts to the Federal Aid to Wildlife 
Restoration Fund for administering the Act. As was done by the re- 
cent amendment of the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act, the 
permitted administrative fee could be reduced, say to six percent, 
which is still greater than the 5.3 percent average administrative 
annual deduction made during the nearly half-century life of the Act. 
This would increase funds available for apportionment to the states. 
4. Current law authorizes transfer from the Federal Aid to Wildlife 
Restoration Fund to the Migratory Bird Conservation Fund of any 
amount apportioned to any state “which is unexpended or unobli- 
gated at the end of the period during which it is available for expendi- 
ture. . .” Over the years, reversions to the Migratory Bird Conser- 
vation Fund have ranged from a low of $20,419 in 1971 to a high of 
$1,724,675 in 1978, for a total of $13,508,171 through 1984. Amend- 
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ment of the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act to conform to the 
later procedure followed under the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Act of 1965 would make reverted funds available for reappor- 
tionment to state wildlife agencies whose need for funds exceeds the 
apportionment normally available to them. 
5. There has been an obvious expansion of the number of businesses 
involved in the domestic manufacture and reloading of sporting 
ammunition and the importation of sporting ammunition. There is no 
assurance that all of these businesses are aware of, or are paying, the 
required manufacturer’s excise tax. This matter should be reviewed by 
the Internal Revenue Service and action taken as necessary. 
NOW, THEREFORE, the International Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies does hereby call on the appropriate committees of the Congress of 
the United States to review these and other opportunities to expand the 
financial base of the long-standing and successful Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration Act of 1937 and to cause to be drafted and press for the enact- 
ment of legislation to enlarge the funds available for apportionment to state 
wildlife agencies under the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937 
in the recommended ways. 
Resolution No. 2 
Requesting Improved Grant-in-Aid Processing of NOAA 
WHEREAS, the U.S. Congress, with the concurrence of the President, 
has funded certain grants-in-aid programs through the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, NOAA to benefit fisheries restoration programs; 
WHEREAS, the policy of the U.S. Government, through various admin- 
istrative rules and federal acts, is to make government more efficient and to 
reduce paperwork; 
WHEREAS, the states have experienced inefficiencies and delays over 
the past two years with Department of Commerce, NOAA programs since 
the regional Administrative Support Centers were created for the purpose 
of processing grants for the states; and 
WHEREAS, other Federal agencies (e.g., Department of Interior, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service) with which state fish and wildlife agencies are 
used to dealing have continued efficient procedures in administration of 
grants-in-aid programs. 
NOW, THEREFORE, the International Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies requests the U.S. Department of Commerce, NOAA to review its 
administrative procedures in handling grants to states and other organiza- 
tions, and to make subsequent revisions in procedures for grants admin- 
istration to restore the timeliness and efficiency of operations it once 
provided. 
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